SIGNS  AND  SEASONS

ings of hunger.   During the season referred to, the
crows appeared to have little else than frozen apples
for many weeks; they hung about the orchards an
a last resort, and,'after scouring the desolate land-
scape over, would return to their cider with resig-
nation, but not with cheerful alacrity*  They grew
very bold at times, and ventured quite under my
porch, and filched the bones that .Lark, the dog,
had left.   I put out some corn on the wall near
by, and discovered that crows will not eat corn in
the winter, except as they can break up the ker-
nels.   It is too hard for their gi/^ards to grind.
Then the crow, not being properly a granivorouH
bird, but a carnivorous, has not the digestive, or
rather the pulverising power of the domestic fowls.
The difficulty also during such a season of com-
ing at the soil and obtaining gravel-stones, which,
in such cases, are really the millstones, may also
have something to do with it.   Corn that has been
planted and has sprouted, (TOWS will swallow read-
ily enough, because it is then soft, and is easily
ground.   My impression has always been that in
spring and summer they will  also pick up  any
chance kernels the planters may have dropped. But,
.as I observed them the past winter, they always
held the kernel under one fool upon the wall, and
picked it to pieces before devouring it.  This is the
manner of the jays also. The jays, jM'rhapn, had a
tougher time during the winter than  the crows,
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